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Prey preference of 11-spots lady bird for the common pistachio psylla,
Agonoscena pistaciae and
cowpea aphid nymph, Aphis craccivora

Abstract:

In this researcher Prey preference for The common pistachio psylla, Agonoscena pistaciae
Burckhardt and Lauterer (considered as the most serious pistachio pest in Iran) or cowpea
aphid nymph, Aphis craccivora Koch (the most common aphid species on the herbaceous
plants in the pistachio orchards of Rafsanjan) was studied in a choice experiment.

The preference experiment for adult ladybirds showed a strong preference for A. craccivora
compared to A. pistaciae, when ladybirds were fed on aphid during larval period. However,
no significant preference was seen when ladybirds were fed on psyllid during larval period.
Based on previous research and present results, it is concluded that 11-spots ladybird is
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considered as a natural enemy for A. pistaciae and it could be used in an IPM program
accompany of other psyllophagous agents.
Key words: Agonoscena pistaciae, Aphis craccivora, Biological control, Coccinella
undecimpunctata aegyptica and pistachio.
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