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Abstract

In order to study the effects of sowing date and cultivar on yield and yield
components of safflower in Sanandaj region, an experiment was carried out using a split-
plot layout in a randomized complete block design with three replications in 2010. Three
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sowing dates of 7 April, 4 May and 31 May were compared in main plots and three
cultivars of IL111, Sina & 411 were applied as subplots. The results showed that
phenological stages of plant at the first sowing date were longer than which of other two
sowing dates. The least number of days from sowing to maturity was recorded at the third
sowing date. The shortest periods from sowing to flowering and maturity were recorded
by 411 cultivar. Grain yield was affected by sowing date and cultivar. The highest rates of
grain yield i.e 1096.2 & 983.9 kg ha™* were produced at the first and the third sowing dates
respectively which were statistically differed from the grain yield at the second sowing
date (728.2 kg ha™). The cultivar of 411 was superior than other two cultivars with respect
to grain yield. The studied traits (with the exception of days number from sowing to head
appearance) were not affected by sowing date x cultivar interaction. Considering the
results of this study, April is the best spring sowing date in the region.

Keywords: Phenology, Safflower, Sowing date, Yield.



