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Effects of mulching and cultivar on yield of eggplant (Solanum melongena L.) in
Jiroft region
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Abstract:

This experiment was done in 2010 in experimental farm of Islamic Azad University of Jiroft,
Jiroft, Iran. Three levels of mulching (black plastic, clear plastic, and no mulching (bare soil)) as a
main factor and four eggplant cultivars (‘Black Beauty’, ‘Listada de Grandia’, ‘Kurume Long
Purple’, ‘Kyoto Egg F1°) as sub-factor were arranged in a split plot design based on complete
randomized block design with four replications. Maximum plant height (73.89 cm) was observed as
a result of black mulching. Using of black plastic also produced the highest early yield (0.84
kg/plant) and total yield (1.77 kg/plant) that showed significant difference with control. The highest
fruit early yield (0.89 kg/plant) and total yield (1.91 kg/plant) were obtained from ‘Black Beauty’.
None of investigated traits were influenced by mulch and cultivar interaction. All cultivars planted in
the soil under clear plastic failed to set flower and fruit.

Key words: Mulch, Solanum melongena, cultivar, vegetative growth, Earliness, Total yield
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