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Abstract:

A field experiment was conducted in 2007-2008 at Kabootar Abad Research Station of
Isfahan. Eight planting dates (March 6, March20, April 4,May 5, May 20, June6 and June 23)
and three safflower varieties ( Arak, Zenderood and Goldasht) were evaluated using a
randomized complete block design with split- plot layout in six replications. Dates of planting
were considered as the main plot and varieties were randomized in the sub plots. Date of
planting significantly affected number of days and GDD of developmental stages and seed
yield. Delay in planting until seven planting date reduced length and GDD of planting to
emergence, emergence to head visible, emergence to flowering, emergence to ripening,
planting to ripening and seed yield. These traits increased a little in eight planting date.
Varieties significantly affected developmental stages except planting to emergence.
Zendehrood and Goldasht were the latest and earliest varieties respectively. There was not
significant difference among seed yield of varieties. The first and second planting dates
clustered in a separate group. Number of days from planting date to ripening had highest
correlation with seed yield. Number of days from planting to ripening was the only variable
that entered to yield equation model and expressed variations of it.
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