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Improvement of storage life of potato tubers due to haulm destruction before

harvesting

Seyed Reza Ghoraishi Khorasgani
E-mail: srghoraishi@yahoo.co.uk

Imam Khomeini higher education center, karaj, km5 of Mahdasht raod, Shahid Hemmat street
Abstract

Potato haulm destruction before harvesting lead to tuber skin set and hardening which in turn
affects the quality and long storage life of the potato tubers. The treatments in this research were
different haulm removing methods including sulphuric acid, flame, herbicide Gramaxon, and
cutting. They were compared to the control which was intact up to harvest time. The treatments
were applied at 4, 3 and 2 weeks before harvesting. Assessment was performed on yield, dry and
wet rot, loose weight during storage and potato moth infestation. The highest yield and dry and wet
rot was for treatments of 3 weeks before harvest and control. Less loose weight during storage was
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for treatments of Gramaxon and 4 weeks before harvest. The highest potato moth infestation was
for treatments of cutting and 4 weeks before harvest. In general sulphuric acid, Gramaxon and

flame treatments were better than cutting and control. Appling haulm destruction methods 3 weeks
before harvest was better than 4 and 2 weeks.

Keywords: storage life — potato — potato moth — skin set



